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can be taught--that we no longer need to rely on
learning these skills after making painful mistakes
in practice.

Because some of us are a bit unsure of our
role in helping people as well as animals, I am
pleased to announce that your AAHABV Executive
Board has assembled an exciting array of
distinguished lecturers for the 137th AVMA Annual
Convention in Salt Lake City on July 25 and 26,
2000. These experts will help us and our
colleagues see more clearly how we can help
people as well as animals while we strive to
practice ethical, compassi.onate, state-of-the-art
veterinary medicine.

Abstracts of our AVMA speakers are
included in this newsletter. Clearly, the topics on
(1) .a. multidisciplinary approach to veterinary
medicine, (2) the link between animal abuse and
human violence, (3) disaster preparedness and
response, and (4) end-of-life care for animals are
timely. I encourage our member veterinarians
veteri~~ry medical students, and vetennarY
technicians and all of our non-member friends to
attend these lectures and the other human-animal
bond and public health lectures at the AVMA
Convention.

I hope you will also give the AVMA a special
"thank you· for expanding AAHABV's role in the
Convention from half-a-day to one-and-one-half·
days this year. That expansion of programming is
an outstanding comment on AAHABV and on the
progressiveness of you, the membership.

by Caroline B. Schaffer

It never ceases to amaze me
when veterinarians back
away from their rightful role
as members of the human
health care team.
Veterinarians who have
joined the American
Association of Human
Animal Bond Veterinarians
(AAHABV) are to be
commended for being the
leaders in advocating for the

relationship between people and animals.
Some say we are entering a new era. They

say veterinarians are showing more sensitivity to
the needs of their clients--not just their patients.
Perhaps that is so.

I, on the other hand, believe I have known
many compassionate men and women from the
time I acquired my first pet on my seventh

. thday. That was forty-some years ago. The
rence, I believe, is that we veterinarians are

II w willing to admit that some of our people skills

MESSAGE FROM THE
RESIDENT
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Even before the July 2000 meeting, your

Executive Board will be hard at work planning the
Year 2001 program. We would love to get your
programming requests now. Please contact any
member of the AAHABV Board or me by email
(schaffer@tusk.edu), letter (College of Veterinary
Medicine, Nursing, and Allied Health, Tuskegee
University, Tuskegee, AL 36088), or phone (334-
727·8122). .

To all of you in AAHABV, I encourage you to
continue your efforts to offer the best treatment for
your patients (whether they are large, small, exotic,
or laboratory animals) while also supporting the
emotional and physical needs of your clients.
Strengthen your skills. Learn how you can help by
attending every lecture you can. Read whatever
you can find. Talk with your colleagues. Practice
with confidence.

Veterinarians are not physicians, nor
should we want to be. We do have a rightful role
as experts on "the bond." Let us be proud and
confident in that role!

._._.-----------------

eventually found the cemetery where the farmer who had
been his owner was buried. A local policeman found Spot,
lying directly on the grave of his master in the yard o.
James Church. The dog was then taken to the home 0
trainer where he was born. The trainer plans to enter S
local sheepdog trials. The dog's new house is appropriately
named 'Dunroamin. ,.

. So again, the human-animal bond somehow
brings the wond into its proper prospective and
although the story is a little sad, it is full of loyalty. love
and what is really important in this wond.
Congratulations Mr. Newman, not only on your
excellent column. but also on your recognition of the
powerful role played by the Human-Animal Bond.

The editor

~ Please submit news, articles, events,
awards and anything of interest for More
issues of the AAHASV Newsletter to Lynn
J. Anderson, 162 Artillery Post Road, Fort
Sam Houston, TX 78234 or to his e-mail at
andersonli@ldsworld.com

FROM OUR MEMBERS:

•James M. Harris. DVM

Regarding : Hospice Terminology and
Ethics: by John S. Wright. DVM on page 4
of the HAAHABV newsletter December.
1999.

To continue the discussion on this
matter, I disagree with the concern that
"Hospice" is an inappropriate term and
may be misleading to clients. As
defined and practiced. hospice is the
same in all patients, human or
otherwise. The difference in veterinary
medicine is that the client family can
change their mind at any time and
request euthanasia service. It is our
job as clinicians to explain this as one
of the many options available to our
clients. Hospice is a well understood
term that has become part of our
vocabulary. I do not feel that we need
to create another term for this
service.

-A grieving
sheepdog left the home of his new owne~ in Cheshire,
England, and set out on a sad journey last Christmas Eve to
find the grave ofhis deceased master, a pl8C8 he had never
been. The border collie Spot traveled four miles from his
new home, dodging traffic on main highways, until he

Steve Newman, a nationally syndicated
columnist writes a weekly article entitled Earthweek: A
Diary of the Planet In one of the first articles of the
year 2000, Mr. Newman described the typical disasters
that filled the week ending January 28. 2000. It had
eight impact headlines of the events of the week that
included Winter' WOISt, Returning Famine, Mystery
Ice, Tropical Storms, Austral Heatwave,
Earthquake, and Deadly Wave. You get the
picture. Very interesting descriptions of the wond's

disasters. Then,
when you start
wondering about
the wisdom of
living in this world
he finished of his
article with this
last headline.
Loyal to the
Grave. He
related the
following:

"LOYAL TO THE GRAVE"
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dog Wilma (of Fred and Wilma of course) who was
continually passed up for adoption for many, many
weeks after Fred was adopted due to a past history of
Babesia infection, was the last family addition.

And the
many who were
given a fighting
chance for life like
-ICANFlr the
orphan
mockingbird that
died in her care
and shook that
strong British
reserve to tears.

And there
was Rosie, Vicki's
5 year old
daughter who was
our official name giver to the multitude of homeless
animals. Rosie's philosophy was that until named, the
animals could hardly feel lovedl

As,the days passed Vicki became a valuable
assistant equally at home educating clients to the
danger of heartworm disease, the need to spay or
neuter their pets or gently comforting a grieving client
after a pet's death. She was determined as well not
only to Ieam as much as possible in the work
environment but surprised me with a certificate she
had earned through a correspondence course.

She devoted herself to all tasks at hand, even
deeming cleaning the clinic floor as important as good
client communication skills. Her irrepressible wit got us
through many long workdays and helped us start the
next day fresh.

After being diagnosed with cancer she used
that same unfailing sense of humor to handle the
stress of the situation. She fought the cancer battle
with the determination she had shown day in and day
out while working at the clinic. Her husband said one of
her saddest moments came when she no longer had
the strength to work with the animals that she so loved.
I'd like to think Vicki is taking care of those loved
animals to which we have said goodbye.

My staff provides me with an endless supply of
encouragement when things are rough, energy when I
thought there was none left. and partnership in
providing high quality compassionate care to all of our
clienfs animals. It is said the veterinarian is the center
of the practice. If so, the staff is the integrity, strength
and compassion radiating from that center. Remember
it is our responsibility as veterinarians to give our staff
the tools they need to be an effective partner in our
practice. I am proud of each member of my staff and
the success of the practice is a testimony to the
strength of our bond .
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TRIBUTE TO A STAFF MEMBER:

Shortly after graduating from vet school I
moved to a small Caribbean island where veterinary
practices were limited and even the most basic
necessities all had to be shipped to the island. Indeed,
the challenges of building the practice from the ground
up were great. Shortfy after graduating vet school I
moved to a small Caribbean island where veterinary
practices were limited and even the most ~asic
necessities all had to be shipped to the island. Indeed,
the challenges of bUilding the practice ffom the ground
up were great. However, upon opening the practice
doors December 23, 1994 the community~ large
embraced us. Those earty days were exciting and
hard. As the clients poured in how was I to handle the
increasing work - load? I had to have help, I needed to
begin gathering a health care team. But I wanted not to

"'ate just a business but a practice based on a strong
losophical foundation where the human-animal
nd was at the heart of the practice. Where then,

.would I find individuals to help fulfill the needs of
running such a practice day to day? Then one by one
my staff presented themselves to me. This is the story
of one of them.

Vicki lock walked into my clinic with her dog
for a yearly check up. As we talked, her obvious love
for her dog as well as all animals came bubbling to the
surface. Incidentally, while Vicki was checking out, a
box full of orphaned kittens arrived at the reception
desk. Their mother was killed on the road and the
kittens were found shortly after. The practice was
becoming known for its willingness to help out
orphaned and injUred strays that had no other
recourse. However, it was becoming a challenge to
keep up with the midnight bottle feedings and run a
busy practice. And so it came to be, in her determined
British accent, that she appointed herself to "take care
of these foundlings shall I.- Our relationship was off
and running.

Vicki could always be counted on to take in the
orphaned babes that required round the clock
feedings, nursing care or just extra TLC. Some of
these orphans became part of her family such as Dill

e three legged guinea pig (Dill because she had her
t bit off by a dog and she was in such a pickle).
nie will always be special because she was one of

the kittens from that firit litter Vicki nursed. Then came
Guppy, the stray tabby cat who would not be denied
the love and devotion he so greatly deservedI Best



ITTAKE

NOTE: The following is the second of three papers written by
veterinary students of the College of Veterinary Medicine,
Michigan State University, that were written as a part of their
'Perspectives in Veterinary Medicine II (VM 521) class." All
three papers were submitted 8S among the best of those
resulting from an assigned 'Animal Deeth and Human
Emotion Project.' The final paper will appear in the next
issue of the AAHABV Newsletter.

DON'T EVER
LIGHTLY
By Susie Faremouth
Class of 2002
College of Veterinary Medicine
Michigan State University

Talking with people about their pets can be a
very emotional encounter. Most of the people I talked
with had very close relationships with their pets and
even considered them to be part of their families.
Fortunately, these discussions also spurred the
discussion of the happy moments that were
experienced between these people and their beloved
pets. My conversations were very typical of the stron~

bond that is present between most people and theIr
pets.

Smokey ended up getting hit by the UPS truck.
Heather also had a younger brother in kindergarten.
To help the grieving, their mother had them b" 
Smokey in the yard. Heather's family moved arou
lot when she was growing up, and she proceeded
take a tuft of Smokey's fur with her everywhere she
moved. It was also difficult on her little brother who
could not hear the name Smokey for a long time
without crying. My mom also had an experience when
she was young with a pet dying; however her mother
told her, that her dog Ebony ran away. My
Grandmother did this because it was too painful for her
to have to tell her daughter that her little dog had died.
These two examples show how diffICult it is for people
to lose their pets. Everyone needs to be consoled and
must have time to grieve the loss of pets.

My sister-in-law recently had an experience of
her pet suddenly dying. Her family had a huge
chocolate lab named Bo. Bo was a very strong dog
that was an excellent well cared for duck hunter. One
day, Bo became extremely ill and died. The
veterinarian they took him to diagnosed Bo with
cancer. Her memories of the death of eo were
centered mainly on how the veterinarian handled
things. She felt that the best part was that the vet was
very open and honest with them. Her family was
feeling guilty because they thought they should have
been able to do something or notice something. The
vet was very helpful in explaining that they could hav
done nothing al"'!d that Bo died very suddenly and -
probably in no pain. My discussion with here sho

I was able to talk with several people about me how important it is that the vet be considerate of
their memories of their first pet. Almost everyone I the feelings of the family.
talked with specifically remembered how that pet died. My conversations about euthanasia always
When I asked my father about his first pet, he said, "I come to the discussion of whether or not the animal
remember it was little Buster and he died when my dad feels pain and how long the procedure lasts. For the
was practicing his golf swing: Other people most part, everyone just wanted to know if his or her
remembered having the honor of being able to name beloved pet would be suffering. This is of concem
their new little kitty or puppy....A_nO_the_r_fo_n_d_mern__o....::ry:....- ----, because at the time
that the majority of people I of euthanasia, it is
spoke with had was playing IIRemember, if you are a the owner's decision
~~.My~~ ~~~~
law remembered being able good veterinarian, almost their final decision to
to push her kitty around in a cause pain to their
baby carriage and even in every puppy or kitten you see friend.
the basked of her bike. No II Based on my
one I spoke with seemed to at 6 or 7 weeks old, you wi interviews of my
bring up bad memories of h h friends and families, I
their pets. The discussions probably be wit at t e very realized that the
of pets can spark happy f -, I-F." most important thing
memories in most people. last moment 0 It s I, e. a veterinarian can do

The discussion of at the time of death
death with the people I spoke is to be consoling to
with was very emotional. When all of these people lost the c1ienf. Death is a very difficult time for most people
their pet, it was a huge loss in their life. Most of them that must be dealt with so as to promote proper
felt as thought they had lost a best friend or family healing. The vet should be very willing to give as m
member. Someone who always seemed to be around information as the client needs and even re
was suddenly taken from his or her lives. When my personal feelings to the client. My father, who is
friend Heather was in the third grade, her dog Smokey veterinarian said to me during our discussion, Continue
got loose while he mom was bringing in the groceries. to be lOVing and compassionate throughout that
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137th Annual Convention

In its purest form. the human-animal bond is a wonderful
relationship whereby both the human and animal benefit To
optimize successful and pennanent bonding, whether with
an animal that is solely a pet or with a highly trained guide
dog, many professionals can work together as an
interdisciplinary team. Guide dog schools can serve as
models for integrating services that optimize the bonding
process. Allied health partners within the National
Academies of Practice - Medicine, Pharmacy, Optometry,
Osteopathic Medicine, Psychology, Social Work. NW'Sing,
Dentistry, Podiatric Medicine and Veterinary Medicine 
can all work together to ensure safe, efficient and
well-bonded guide dog teams. Additionally, highly trained
professional guide dog instructors, orientation/mobility
instructors, educators, dieticians, animal behaviorists,
gene~cists, occupation therapists, physical therapists,
specialists in sports medicine and ergonomics,
epidemiologists and others collaborate to support a mission
whereby guide dog teams are developed and long-tenn
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JULY 22-26

TUESDAY
Leo Bustad Memorial Lecture:
A Multidisciplinary Approacb to tbe Human

Animal Bond in tbe 21st
Century
by Patricia N. Olson, DVM,
PbD witb observations and
comments from Mr. G.
Morgan Watkins and Fantom
(bis guide dog)

Human-Animal Bond Program
AVMA Annual Convention,

July 25 - 26, 2000, Salt Lake City Utah
Salt Palace Convention Center

Ballrooms C & F
developed by American Association of Human

Animal Bond Veterinarians

wonderful creatures' life and you will have no problem
at the end." This was the most touching comment I
~ard throughout my interviews. He was basically

ing that just like the owners, I will be saying good
e to and animal that had in someway or another

made an impression on my life. Finally, even though
the death or their patients will be the hardest thing
veterinarians will experience, they can make it a very
lasting and happy memory for the client.

Addendum

"I know this is one of the most difficult
things you will ever do as a veterinarian.
Fonunately, most of the time both you and the
owner will know it is the right thing and the right
'me to do it.

Always be compassionate, always caring!
er times it will just kill you emotionally and

professionally knowing that you could help this
animal if it wasn't for other complications such as
finances or divorce. You must, early on in your
career, begin setting definite criteria for making
the decision to euthanize. Make sure the owner
knows all the options available and is in full
agreement with the decision. If both of you are
not fully and completely satisfied that it is the
only thing to do, then postpone it until you are
absolutely sure.

Don't ever take it lightly. Each individual
owner is extremely saddened by the fact that they
are putting that lOVing animal to sleep. It is very
imponant to· be loving and compassionate
throughout the animals' illness so that at the time
of euthanasia it makes the transition as normal
and comfonable for the owner as it can possibly
be. Remember that no sympathy card should
replace the true feeling, caring and loving
suppon that only you can give at this sad time.

Remember, if you are a good veterinarian,
almost every puppy or kitten you see at 6 or 7
weeks old, you will probably be with at the very
"'st moment of it's life. Continue to be loving and

passionate throughout that wonderful
eatures' life and you will have no problem at

the end."

My Father, Lester W. Faremouth is a
veterinarian who graduated from Michigan State
University in the fall of 1979. He practiced for over
twenty years in Detroit, Michigan. After over twenty
years, he semi-retired and moved up north to Bellaire,
Michigan where he has begun to practice again. Over
the span of his career, he was a part of the lives of
many pets and their owners. When I asked him to
comment on euthanasia, he had a very insightful
comment. His comments, which I think should be
taken to heart by any veterinarian, follow:



This presentation will provide an overview ofthe relations
among domestic violence, animal abuse, and child
maltreatment and the role ofveterinarians in addressing
these relations. Research on the prevalence ofanimal abuse
by the partners ofwomen who are battered will be reviewed
with emphasis on women's concern for their pets, welfare
when women are considering seeking shelter. Attendees
will also learn ofthe results ofa survey of41 programs
around the nation that are providing shelter for the pets of
women who are battered. The results of this survey and
recommended practices are contained in Safe.Havensfor
Pets: Guidelines/or Programs Sheltering Pets/or Women
who are Battered,· which will be discussed during the
presentation. Part ofthe presentation will be lecture-format
that includes video segments, but ample time will be
provided for attendees to share their professional experience
and for comments, questions, and dialogue.

• Completion ofthis survey and book, and its
dissemination were funded by the Geraldine R Dodge
Foundation.

The Role of Veterinarians Regarding Animal
Abuse and Its Legal Ramifications
by Charlotte Lacroix, DVM, JD
clacroix@pvmc.net
Ballroom C, Convention Center (tentative)

Because ofthe growing awareness of the potential link
between animal abuse jUld family violence, it is likely that
society is going to expect veterinarians to take on a greater
role in preventing animal abuse. Additionally, the
profession needs to take a closer look at what animal
restraint techniques may be considered animal cruelty under
current laws. Several veterinarians across the country have
either been convicted or are being brought up on charges of
animal cruelty based on their animal restraint techniques.
The goal of this presentation is to sensitize veterinarians to
this problem and suggest ways on how veterinarians can
recognize and help reduce the incidence ofanimal cruelty.

The Recognition and Documentation of Animal
Abuse
by Lila Miller, D.V.M.
Lila_MillerlAspca@aspca.org
Ballroom C, Convention Center (tentative)

The AVMA has recognized that "veterinarians may have
occasion to observe cases of cruelty in animals. animal
abuse or animal neglect as defined by state law or local
ordinances, and that it is their responsibility to report such
cases to the appropriate authorities." This presentation will
provide practical information for veterinarians to help define
and recognize some ofthe indicators ofanimal abuse. It .
also cover methods ofproperly preserving and documen .
the evidence in the medical record

partnerships are established - thus optimizing the
development of secure human-animal bonds which are best
for both the dog and the handler.

Most pet owners have preconceived notions about cancer
and its treatment. Obvious biases and ingrained feelings
regarding cancer may cause a negative approach towards its
treatment in geriatric pets. Case by case, veterinarians and
their professional staffmust overcome the defeatist attitude
about cancer therapy by dispelling negative notions, one by
one. Ifthe pet's illness can't be treated due to financial
constraints or a logistical problem, it is still a matter ofgood
professional veterinary service to help provide advice and
home care giving instructions similar to the human hospice
care philosophy. When a treated pet's cancer has recurred, if
the cancer is resistant to further treatment or if the pet is in
the terminal stages ofcancer, in home "Pawspice" care is a
compassionate and palliative support system for all
concerned.

Hospice (End of Life Care): Guidelines and
Updates.
By James Harris, D.V.M.
jmhdvm@aol.com
Ballroom C, Convention Center (tentative)

TUESDAY'S (25th
) TOPICAL

SUMMARY: HUMAN-ANIMAL
BOND, HOSPICE, AND ABUSE

Hospice service is being requested in increasing frequency
by clients for terminal companion animals. Based on human
hospice programs, there are some differences between
human and non-human care. We wiU explore the similarities
and differences between these, discuss proposed guidelines
for animal hospice (end oflife care), and present some of the
legal and philosophical issues relating to this service.

Hospice ("PAWSPICE"): An Outline of
Support Systems for In-Home Care for
Terminally III Pets
by Alice Villalobos, DVM
dralicev@aol.com
Ballroom C, Convention Center (tentative)

What Veterinarians Need to Know About the
Link Between Animal Abuse and Interpersonal
Violence
by Frank Ascione, Ph.D.
Frank@coe.usu.edu
Ballroom C, Convention Center (tentative)
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ANIMAL BOND, DISASTER

PREPAREDNESS
AND RESPONSE

Preparing Yourself and Your Community for
Disasters: A Veterinarian's
Perspective.
by John Anderson D.V.M., Ph.D
amvethospital@juno.com
Ballroom C, Convention Center (tentative)
Following a disaster, individuals immediately attempt to
provide care and safety for their loved ones. This is a
common, understandable, and generous trait in humans. If
medical attention and care are not available or denied,
individuals may react unreasonably What should you
expect and how should you prepare when those loved ones
needing immediate care and shelter are animals?

rch and Rescue Dog Demonstration
Janet Brennan, DVM and The Salt Lake

City Canine Handlers
jbsarvet@aol.com
Ballroom F, Convention Center (tentative)
Live demonstration of training techniques and abilities of
search and rescue dogs in the Salt Lake City area

The Public and Animal Health Consequences of
the Human-Animal Bond in
Disasters.
By Sebastian E. Heath, VetMB, Ph.D.,
DACVIM, DACVPM.
sebastian.heath@worldnet.att.net
Ballroom C, Convention Center (tentative)
Epidemiological data confmns that the human-animal bond
plays an important role in public and animal health in
disasters. The main public health consequences of the
human-animal bond in disasters are that up to 200/cl of
households required to evacuate fail to do so because oftheir
pets. The main animal health consequence is that owners
with weak bonds are more likely to abandon their pets.

nel discussion on Disasters and Disaster
eparedness (i.e. veterinarians' roles in

disasters and why a sensitivity to the human
animal bond is important during disasters)

by Dr. Sebastian Heath, Dr. John Anderson,
and Dr. Janet Brennan with Dr. Lynn J.
Anderson as moderator. Ballroom C,
Convention Center (tentative
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ESTABLISHED IN JULY 1993, THE
OBJECTIVES OF AAHABV ARE:

~ To further veterinary awareness of the human-animal
bond

~ To further scientific progress in the area of the human
animal bond

~ To further educational opportunities in the area of the
human-animal bond

~ To encourage veterinary participation in human-animal
bond activities with related organizations and disciplines

~ To explore the patential for establishing a veterinary
specialty in the area of the human animal bond

----------'----..--,OM
----..~------

American Association of Human-Animal Bond Veterinarians ,\>,\\\ON 0

AAHABV ~ PM ~
Dr. Sally 0 Walshaw 'J, 'J

SecretarylTreasurer ,i'l 17 A?R ~

4550 Comanche Drive 2000
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Veterinary Medicine Library
Purdue School of Veterinary Medicine
1240 Lynn Hall
West Lafayette, IN 47907-1240
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