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Dear colleagues,

The year is rapidly drawing to a close,

and while I’m proud of how much has

been accomplished by your terrific board

members this year, I also regret not

accomplishing many

other goals.

The newsletter has

leaped ahead in size and

quality under the

leadership of Editor Dr.

Alice Villalobos and the

guest editors she has

recruited.  Special thanks must go to Dr.

Richard Meadows and Randy Mertens of

U. of Missouri who were the first guest

editors and continued to serve as the

publishers of the newsletter.  Additional

“What is man without the beasts? If all the beasts were gone, man would die from great
loneliness of spirit. For whatever happens to the beasts, soon happens to man. All things are

connected.”
— Chief Seattle, Duwamish Tribe

The human-animal bond (HAB), as typically
written about in the veterinary literature, strikes
me as being too narrow in scope – focusing on
the quality of life of household pets, their
owners, and families, the mutual beneficence
of the relationship.  But, as Chief Seattle said,
we are connected to all of the beasts of the
earth – without which mankind would die of
a great loneliness of spirit.  Not only that, but
more pragmatically, he suggests that what
happens to the beast happens also to
mankind.

While not discounting the impact, reality,
and importance of the HAB among
conventional domestic pets, we need also to
examine the importance of this bond, this
connectedness, with free-living animals, those
we can’t necessarily touch or contain, in
terms of what this bond can portend in the
context of our association with those
creatures outside human dominion.

We could look at this at a couple of levels.
Pragmatically, given the current and projected rates
of human-induced animal extinction, if Chief Seattle
was right, humans are going to be a pretty lonely bunch
in the foreseeable future. (The extra billion people to be
added to this planet in the next decade will be of little
help.) Presently, 24 percent of mammals and 12 percent
of birds, along with 20 to 30 percent of reptiles and

An Essay From
The Raptor Center
By Patrick T. Redig DVM, PhD

Continued on page 10

The University of Minnesota College of Veterinary Medicine

truly embraces the human-animal bond throughout it’s

mission of improving health and well being of animals and

people by providing excellent education, discovering new

knowledge and skills, and providing innovative veterinary

services.  The following articles will provide a sketch of a rich

history and vibrant present as the human-animal bond acts as

a driving force at this college of veterinary medicine.

MESSAGE

FROM THE

PRESIDENT
Guy

Hancock

Embracing the Human-
Animal Bond at the
University of Minnesota
College of Veterinary Medicine

A bald eagle rehabili-

tated at The Raptor

Center at the University

of Minnesota is

returned to the wild.
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In this edition of the AAHABV Newsletter readers will

see the importance, strength, and vitality and driving force

that the human-animal bond provides throughout the

University of Minnesota College of Veterinary Medicine.

Also, readers will learn of pioneers in the study of the

relationships between people animals and the environment

who have influenced veterinarians throughout the world in

addition to the University of Minnesota in the roles that

they play in the human-animal bond.

You will note several multidisciplinary and

multiorganizational collaborations related to the human-

animal bond with the college as you proceed through this

edition.

As guest editor I wish there was a better way to convey

the compassion, and stewardship ethic for the human-

animal bond that that I observe daily as a pervasive force

among faculty, students, staff and clients that motivates

The Human-Animal Bond Force

them to accomplish the wonderful achievements that occur

at this veterinary college and teaching hospital.

In a question and answer format you will note that Dr.

Carl Osborne responds to the question, “Which one of your

endeavors or accomplishments relative to the human-animal

bond do you think is most important”?  His short answer is,

”The next one.”  Perhaps all of us should consider this

thought as we proceed toward harmony in the relationship

between people, animals, and the environment (the human-

animal bond).

I would like to extend a warm thought of thanks to all

those I have cajoled and pestered in assembling this edition

of the AAHABV Newsletter.  I hope you enjoy reading

about the human-animal bond at the University of Minne-

sota College of Veterinary Medicine.

Also, I would like to extend warm apologies to all those I

cajoled and pestered to contribute articles that could not

appear in this issue due to space limitations.

Dr. Wright, Immediate Past President of AAHABV, is Visiting

Veterinarian and Adjunct Faculty member in the Department of

Small Animal Clinical Sciences

The content of this book is well described by the title and
subtitle. The author, a veterinarian, writes about his experi-
ences with animals and people, pointing out the benefits of

“the Bond” for both. This book is not only educational, but
also very interesting and often entertaining, a good choice
for summertime reading.

The book is divided in 3 parts:
Part I has 10 chapters, each chapter focuses on a certain

aspect of human-animal interaction, illustrating the benefits

of these interactions. A Healthy Start tells stories about the
many benefits that a pet provides in childhood. Untying the
Knot of Troubled Childhood illustrates by examples how

traumatized children can be helped by experts using animals

Continued on page 15

Book Review
Becker, Marty. The Healing Power of Pets: Harnessing the

Amazing Ability of  Pets to Make and Keep People Happy and

Healthy. N.Y, Hyperion, 2002.
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By Heather George and Peggy Root- Kustritz DVM

More and more often, people are turning to the Internet to obtain information
about caring for their family.  Pets are increasingly viewed as a part of the family, so
when animal lovers are looking for reliable information about their care they visit the
PetCARE Web Site www.petcare.umn.edu.  PetCARE (Companion Animal Resource
Education) has been managed by veterinary professionals at the University of Minne-
sota College of Veterinary Medicine since 1997.

The site provides visitors with a wealth of information about health care, behavior
problems and diseases for over 200 dog breeds and 30 cat breeds, birds, reptiles and
“pocket pets”.  A new design was launched in April, which introduced “The Pawfect
Match” - a questionnaire that helps people choose a dog, a Featured Pet of the Month,
sections for younger visitors and information about coping with pet loss.  Any of the
over 3000 weekly visitors can even submit questions via e-mail.  All of the site ele-
ments are designed to complement the work of veterinarians, not compete with it.
PetCARE allows owners to be proactive about their pet’s care, and reinforces the

important bond between people and their pets.

Peggy Root- Kustritz, DVM, PhD, DACT is an assistant clinical specialist at the University of Minnesota

College of Veterinary Medicine.  Heather George is a veterinary technician and the Community

Relations assistant for the college.

PetCARE Advice Goes High-Tech

Heather George (pictured) and Dr.

Peggy Root use the PetCARE Web

site to help visitors choose and care

for their pets.  Photo by Richard

Anderson

These are exciting times to be a veterinarian. Increasingly

veterinarians are playing significant roles in public health including

food safety, bioterrorism surveillance and response, and as

consultants for emerging zoonotic diseases. With the continued

public importance of the human-animal bond, veterinarians are also

being asked to review and provide public health input into varying

areas where the interaction with animals and humans occur, such

as long-term health care facilities, animal exhibits, and animal

The Human-Animal
Bond and Public Health

By Jeff Bender DVM, MS

assisted therapy programs.

At the University of Minnesota, some exciting opportunities are

taking place emphasizing the unique role of animals in people’s

lives while considering public health issues. The first involves the

veterinary student’s tour of a long-term health care facility that has

become “edenized”. This is a wonderful opportunity to watch the

interaction with residents and the resident animals, hear staff

comments and concerns, and see the potential role veterinarians

have in animal evaluation, health, and placement.

The second opportunity involves our senior students during the

required public health rotation. As part of our rotation, students give

a brief presentation to elementary school children in an inner city

school. Students present material on a variety of topics including

how to approach an animal, what to do if approached by a “strange”

dog, and how to wash their hands properly.

These interactions with children and nursing home residents

provide an eye-opening experience for our students on their roles

and responsibilities as advocates for both human and animal

health.

Dr. Bender is an assistant professor in the department of clinical and

population sciences.
Senior students contemplate the role of veterinarians an “Edenized” long-term facility.
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In June of 1997, the University of Minnesota’s Elective
Small Animal Surgery (ESAS) opened its doors to the first
of hundreds of dogs and cats from the Humane Society
for Companion Animals (then known as the Humane
Society of Ramsey County).  Since then, nearly 3000
dogs, cats, and rabbits have been sterilized and made
available for adoption to the communities of St. Paul and
Woodbury, MN.

This course is an example of the power of teamwork
and cooperation between the University of Minnesota,
the Humane Society for Companion Animals,
PETsMART Charities, veterinary hospitals such as
Banfield, the Pet Hospital and member hospitals of a
local veterinary association known as the Veterinary
Hospital Association (VHA).  These organizations have
contributed time and resources to make this class possible
and are responsible for its success.

Each participant offers support and resources for the
class.  PETsMART Charities provided startup funding in
the form of a grant supporting the first two years of the
class.  The University of Minnesota provides the surgical
facilities, supplies, and veterinary and technical teaching
support.  The VHA provides veterinary teaching support,
as well.  The humane society provides the transportation
of surgical patients, financial support, adoption services
and follow-up care.  This collaborative effort has accom-
plished more than any one organization could have done
independently.

Human-Animal Bond
Collaborations In The
Surgery Curriculum

By Rebecca McComas DVM

Senior veterinary students receive the animals from the
shelter, and under the supervision of the instructing
veterinarian, perform a complete physical exam, do a pre-
anesthetic blood screen, spay or neuter the pet and
administer all anesthetics for the procedure.  The surgical
and anesthesia protocols are modeled after the standards
of practice in high quality, small animal veterinary
hospitals such as Banfield and the member hospitals of
the VHA.

This course offers students the unique opportunity to
learn skills that will be useful later in practice.  The
program started out with dogs and cats and has since
expanded to include rabbits, another popular non-
traditional pet species.  Students learn about the impor-
tance of surgical alteration for males and females, both for
the prevention of urogenital cancer and behavior prob-
lems.

The benefits of ESAS have been tremendous.  The
300+ graduates of the University of Minnesota who have
taken the course have gained valuable experience and
growing confidence in performing presurgical evalua-

tions, inducing and monitoring anesthesia,
performing routine surgical procedures and
monitoring post-surgical recovery.  Both
families and pets benefit.  Providing clients the
option of an altered pet increased adoptions by
reducing the financial burden to adopting
families.  Local practice owners benefit by
employing new graduates with more confi-
dence, experience, and skill in routine surgery.
It is truly a WIN-WIN situation for all.

Dr. McComas is an assistant clinical specialist,

Clinical Skills and Intern Director in the Depart-

ment of Small Animal Clinical Sciences.

Students in the ESAS Rotation participate in a collaborative

Win-Win human-animal bond educational experience.
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eterinarians have a unique role in strengthening

the bond between humans and their animal com-

panions.  Veterinary colleges have an obligation to ensure

that students have the knowledge and skills to promote this

bond.  It is especially important that veterinary teaching hos-

pitals actively engage students in the principles of a “bond-

centered” practice which include best practices in client ser-

vice.

To start students on the path of understanding the im-

portance of the bond between pets and people, it is critical

that veterinary teaching hospitals model behaviors that en-

hance that bond. Lectures on the human animal bond will

have little impact if our practices do not reflect the high value

that we place on the relationship between humans and animals.

Teaching hospitals need to make client service an important priority.

Facilities should be clean, client waiting times short, and veterinary techni-

cians utilized as much as possible to increase the operational efficiency.

Clients should be provided realistic options for care and clearly under-

stand the medical and financial implication of those decisions. Clients should

be given ample time to make decisions and be provided educational ma-

terials to facilitate the process.  Cost estimates need to be clearly ex-

plained and updated as appropriate.  Clients should be encouraged to

visit their pets and be provided comfortable visiting areas.

Client communication issues should be an important part of student

rounds discussions each day.  It is imperative that students

become well versed in the financial aspects of their cases

and understand that financial decisions are an important

component of the medical decision-making process.  Stu-

dents should have the opportunity to practice communicat-

ing with a wide variety of clients and should understand the

importance of high quality client educational materials.  Stu-

dents should have the opportunity to practice effective lis-

tening skills to ensure that they have a complete under-

standing of the client’s concerns.

Finally, it is important that students have the opportuni-

ties to deal with clients in a wide variety of “transition” situ-

ations such as dealing with grief at the time of euthanasia,

helping clients adjust to a new puppy entering the household and ensuring

that clients understand how to manage a pet with a chronic illness.  In

addition, students need the opportunity to develop wellness, pediatric, and

geriatric care plans.

If we want our veterinary students to truly embrace the human animal

bond, veterinary teaching hospitals must be models of excellent behavior.

We can no longer accept the idea that students think that teaching hospi-

tals are somehow different from the “real world.”

Jeffery Klausner, DVM, MS, is the Dean of the University of Minnesota

College of Veterinary Medicine.

Message From the Dean
Jeffrey S. Klausner, DVM, MS

V

Recognizing the role of proper socialization and habituation in

young puppies in reducing common behavior problems like

fearfulness and aggression, the College of Veterinary Medicine,

University of Minnesota, has begun offering puppy socialization

classes to the public.  Veterinary students teach the classes under

the supervision of staff veterinarians.  Alpha M, the parent

company for the Gentle Leader Head collar TM, generously donated

the initial funding for this program.  Proceeds from the class fees

go to the veterinary student Behavior Club for their activities.

Freshmen and sophomore veterinary students are required to

complete approximately 15 hours of specialized training with a

final exam in order to teach in the puppy classes.  Twenty-five

students have completed the training to date.  This independent

study includes lectures on socialization and habituation tech-

niques; operant conditioning and learning theory; principles of

adult education; puppy wellness issues such as vaccination and

parasite control; use of the Gentle Leader Head collar TM; and a

review of the curriculum for the puppy classes.  The students are

Puppy Class
At the College

By Pam Hand DVM

also required to attend a

lab session at the Animal

Humane Society of

Hennepin County to

practice puppy handling

and training techniques,

and to observe actual

ongoing puppy classes at AHS.  Practice teaching sessions are

scheduled to give students some experience before teaching in the

puppy class.

The goals of the class are to provide opportunities for proper

socialization of puppies to dogs and people, and to educate owners

about puppy management and training.  The key concepts covered

in the puppy class curriculum come from six topics:  socialization

(introduce novelty properly now; offer many opportunities for

positive interaction with other people and pets); lure / reward-

based training (reinforcement increases the likelihood of desirable

behavior); prevention of misbehavior for safety and learning; limit

the use of punishment because of its pitfalls; learning happens

continuously so the owner should be the trainer and not the

trainee, coupled with the difficulty dogs have in generalizing

learning to different contexts; and leadership (the owner controls

2nd year student, Malia Ireland,

teaches a session of the puppy class

Continued on page 11
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Behavioral problems in
companion animals are among the
most common reasons that force
owners to part with their pet.
Millions of dogs and cats are
surrendered and euthanized each year
in humane societies as well as in
veterinary clinics. Many pets could
remain in their original home if more
veterinarians were aware of the
impact that behavioral problems
have. It is our goal at the University
of Minnesota to provide graduates
with tools that they could offer the
owner to prevent or resolve these
issues. At this time, a small portion of
veterinarians identifies behavioral
problems during routine visits. About
15% of all veterinarians offer
behavioral advice beyond puppy consults. It is even more
surprising to learn that only 11% of veterinarians feel that
it is their responsibility to address behavioral issues with
the clients and one third of the surveyed veterinarians feel

confident that they
could treat these
problems (Patronek
and Dodman
1999).

The College of
Veterinary Medicine
at the University of

Minnesota is one of few Veterinary Teaching Hospitals in
the country offering applied animal behavior courses as
part of their core curriculum since 1999. The 30 hour
course includes lectures on learning theory, history
taking, psychopharmacotherapy, normal behavior and
behavior problems in dogs, cats, horses, cattle, pet birds,
and pocket pets.  Based on this mandatory course that we
offer in the freshmen year, students can enroll in an
elective class during their third year in veterinary school
that will address the most common behavioral problems

in companion animals and treatment
approaches in more depth, using a
problem based approach. In addi-
tion, all students have the opportu-
nity to enroll in a newly established
elective course that prepares them to
teach community puppy classes at
the VTH. Finally, we offer a senior
clinical rotation. For two weeks,
students have the opportunity to see
cases presented to the Behavior
Service for behavioral problems, such
as aggression, fears and phobias,
compulsive disorder, elimination

problems, and a variety of other issues. The Animal
Behavior Service is designed to provide clients with
diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment options for pet
behavioral problems. We see a wide range of behavioral
problems in dogs, cats, and other species of pets.

We hope that improved education of veterinary
students will lead to better client education, help the
owners understand their pet’s behavior, and subsequently
reduce the numbers of animals that have to be euthanized
every year.

Dr. Mertens is an assistant professor specializing in behavior

in the department of Small Animal Clinical Sciences.

Reference:

Patronek, GJ, Dodman, NH (1999). Attitudes, proce-

dures, and delivery of behavioral services by veterinar-

ians in small animal practice. J Am Vet Med Assoc.

215: 1606-1611

Animal Behavior Education
By Petra Mertens, TA, Dr med. Vet., FTAV

Dr. Petra Mertens
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thanks are due to Drs. Leslie Appel and Jan Scarlatt of

Cornell University, and Dr. Jack Stephens of Veterinary Pet

Insurance for their outstanding work as guest editors.

Dr. John Wright, as immediate past president, has been an

invaluable mentor and resource to me this year.  Without his

many calls and discussions I’m sure that much less would

have been done this year.  He chairs the continuing educa-

tion and bylaws committees, serves on the nominating

committee, and has generally kept a watchful eye on our

activities.

Dr. Sally Walshaw continues her excellent work as secretary

treasurer, and has developed effective and efficient new

procedures for member renewals and newsletter distribution.

Dr. Gail Golab has contributed her valuable insight and

perspective to many discussions this year as we considered

bylaws revisions, the web site, a grant application, and other

issues.  We greatly appreciate her participation on the board.

Dr. James Harris and Dr. Marie Suthers-McCabe, the other

at-large board members, have added valuable perspective to

board discussions on such things as the program at AVMA,

the proposed bylaws changes, the web site, a grant applica-

tion in process, and other topics.  Marie was on site at the

World Trade Center disaster this year as part of the FEMA

veterinary response team.  She has an analysis of the

human animal bond aspects and moving stories to tell

about that experience.

Dr. John New has been an invaluable participant in all

activities this year, as well as organizing the HAB program

for AVMA next year, and I look forward to the coming

year when he will be your president.  He and the other

board members have made this a year of much change and

growth for AAHABV.  I am very excited about all the

possibilities for the future of this organization.

The one thing that will really accelerate the growth and

development of AAHABV to its full potential is greater

participation by all members.  We hope to receive a grant

in October that will provide many opportunities for active

participation of members.  This activity will be very

enjoyable and convenient, and I have great hopes for your

participation and its success.  The AAHBV is only what

you make it; the more people actively contributing their

knowledge, skills and enthusiasm the more good works

we’ll be able to accomplish.

Thank you very much for allowing me to be your

president this year.  It is a high honor to follow in the

footsteps of so many distinguished leaders, and I hope I

have not disappointed you.  It has truly been an enjoyable

and personally rewarding experience for me.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Continued from page 1

Necessary AAHABV Constitutional Changes Proposed
By John Wright, Immediate Past President of AAHABV

Members should have received a notice that was sent to all members of AAHABV by first class mail prior to May 14,

2002.  The AAHABV Policies and Procedures Committee (President, Guy Hancock; Immediate Past President, John

Wright; President Elect John New; Secretary Treasurer, Sally Walshaw; and Past President, Caroline Schaffer) has

studied the limitations of the present constitution and feels the recommended changes are necessary to allow this

organization to catch up with the present and accelerate into the future.

An example of the need for change is that the annual dues payment of $25.00 was written into the bylaws when the

organization was founded in 1993.  Presently an amendment to the bylaws (which can only occur at an annual

meeting) is necessary to change the dues simply to keep pace with organizational costs.

The AAHABV Constitution and proposed changes can be accessed at the AAHABV website at: http://

members.aol.com/guyh7/aahabv.htm .  The proposed changes outlined in the notice that was sent will be discussed

and voted on at the annual business meeting which will follow the AAHABV presentations on Tuesday, July 16th at the

AVMA meeting in Nashville.  I hope to see many of you there!
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QUESTION: Dr. Osborne, during
your many years of service to the
veterinary profession in the area of
companion animal practice, what are
some of the most significant changes you
have observed in the human-companion
animal bond ( i.e. the relationship
between people[ students, veterinarians,
and clients], companion animals, and the
environment)?

ANSWER: The most significant
changes that I have encountered in
context of the human-companion animal
bond involve changes in myself. At one
time, I accepted the scientific premise
that evolutionary random mutations and
natural selection were responsible for the
complex structural design of living
things. However, as I learned more about
the anatomical, physiological, and
biochemical complexities of biological
systems, I began to diligently search for
answers about the origin of life and the
purpose of life. As I have described
elsewhere, my search for answers to these
questions uncovered convincing evidence
that life did not originate by chance
(JAVMA 217:1622-1624, 2000). Rather,
scientific logic based on probability and
the principle of cause and effect point to
the conclusion that a superior intellect is
responsible for the amazing design found
in all living beings, animal and human.
This conclusion heightened my apprecia-
tion and respect for all forms of life.
Although in my role as a veterinarian I
provide care primarily for companion
animals. I am not a “species racist.”

In context on the human-animal bond,
why is the issue of the origin and purpose
of life important? If we accept the
premise that we are the product of an
intelligent designer, than it follows that
the designer had a purpose for all living
things, including each of us. According
to the Bible, God put man in charge of
the animals (Genesis 1: 28), and en-

trusted the earth to man’s protective care
(Genesis 2: 15; Psalm 115: 16). As
caretakers, however, humans were not to
upset the balance of nature. Man’s having
the animals in subjection placed upon
him a stewardship for which he would
always be held accountable to God (Luke
12: 48 ). As with humans (I also am
dedicated to the human-human bond), I
have come to view the life of animals as
precious (Matthew 10: 29). Does this
mean I wouldn’t harm an ant? The
answer is that I would not harm an ant
(or any other form of life) if the sole
purpose for harming the ant was pleasure
or thoughtless demonstration of superi-
ority.

QUESTION: How important do you
think the veterinary profession’s role is in
the human-companion animal bond?

ANSWER: In context of being a
veterinarian, I view my role as a doctor as
an extension of this stewardship.
Although my training has led me to
“specialize” in disorders of the urinary
system, I am not a “body system racist.”
Rather, I strive to provide the type of
care for my patients that I would desire

for myself. Therefore, I am constantly on
guard to not let the intellectual challenge
of studying diseases of the urinary tract
to override concern for my patients. In
addition, I constantly remind myself not
to let the desire for personal financial
profit to compromise the care and
welfare of my patients. Despite our
DVM, VMD, DMV, AHT, and PhD
degrees, we are all members of a profes-
sion whose mission fosters the well-being
of others. Our mission is to serve, not to
be served.

QUESTION: Which one of your
endeavors or accomplishments relative to
the human-animal bond do you think is
most important?

ANSWER: My next one. The true
importance of what we do should be
measured in context of what it accom-
plishes in behalf of others, not just in
light of what it does for us in terms of
personal income or prestige. If we are
truly motivated to serve, we will find that
the greatest reward for doing is the
opportunity to do more. What we do for
ourselves dies with us; it is what we do in
behalf of others that lives on.

Carl A. Osborne, a professor at the
University of Minnesota, earned the
DVM degree from Purdue University in
1964 and the PhD degree from the
University of Minnesota in 1970. He is a
Diplomate of the American College of
Veterinary Medicine. He has authored or
co-authored more than 900 articles
published in textbooks, journals, and
scientific proceedings. In 1998, he was
selected by the American Animal
Hospital Association as the recipient of
the Hill’s Animal Welfare and Humane
Ethics Award for advancement of animal
welfare through extraordinary service,
and furthering humane principles,
education, and understanding.

An Interview With Dr. Carl Osborne
Guest editor John Wright interviews Carl Osborne DVM, PhD, Dipl. ACIVM

Carl Osborne DVM, PhD, Diplomat ACVIM.
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THIRD ANNUAL TUFTS
ANIMAL EXPO TO FEATURE
PROGRAMS ON THE
HUMAN-ANIMAL BOND

A wide range of exciting educational programs relating to

the human-animal bond, presented by leaders in the field, are

scheduled each day of Tufts Animal Expo 2002, to be held in

Boston, Massachusetts from September 12-15. The four-day

conference features a choice of 64 multi-session programs, over

300 hours of continuing education, and a three-day trade

exhibition.

Endorsing Organizations such as the AAHABV support the

human-animal bond component of the Expo’s program.

Highlights each day include:

Thursday, Sept. 12- During “New Horizons in Animal

Assisted Therapy” Dr. Suthers-McCabe, director, Center for

Animal Human Relationships at Virginia-Maryland Regional

College of Veterinary Medicine, will discuss The Animal

Human Relationship to Promote Successful Aging and Equine

Assisted Therapy. Other sessions range from the training of

puppies by prison inmates to new applications in uses of service

dogs.

Friday, Sept. 13 – Dr. Suthers-McCabe will present a session

on Lessons Learned on the Human Animal Bond at Ground Zero.

“Metaphors in Animal Assisted Therapy” covers several topics

from observational skills to designing therapeutic human-

animal interactions.

Saturday, Sept. 14 – Members of Chenny Troupe, a network

of volunteers and certified therapy dogs offering rehabilitative

therapy to people with physical and emotional challenges, will

present three sessions during “Animal Assisted Therapy: The

What, The Why and The How”. Other sessions include:

Facility Dogs, Assistance Dogs in Training as Therapy Dogs, and

Risks and Benefits of Assistance Dogs in the Pediatric Population.

 “Grief Support Techniques in a Bond Centered Practice,”

presented by Ms. Carolyn Butler, coordinator of the bond-

centered practice training program, Argus Institute, will include

topics from an introduction to human-animal bond and grief,

to communication skills, handling emotions, and emotional

wellness.

Sunday, Sept. 15 – Dr. Ilana Strubel of Pets Are Wonderful

Support and Ms. Nancy McElwain, director of Phinney’s

Friends, a program assisting people living with HIV/AIDS and

their pets, will present “Providing Care for Clients with Special

Needs: Lessons Learned from the AIDS Epidemic.” They will

discuss the Role of Animal Care

Professionals in Maintaining the Bond

Between Disabled Persons and Their

Companion Animals and The Animal

Care Professional as Educator and

Resource Center.

For complete program, speaker,

exhibit and registration information

for Tufts Animal Expo 2002, visit the

web site at

www.tuftsanimalexpo.com.

AAHABV is an

endorsing

organization of

Tufts Animal Expo

THE OBJECTIVES OF THE AAHABV ARE:
 • To further veterinary awareness of the human-animal bond

 • To further scientific progress in the area of the human-animal bond

 • To further educational opportunities in the area of the human-animal bond

 • To encourage veterinary participation in human-animal bond activities with related

    organizations-and disciplines

 • To explore the potential for establishing a veterinary specialty in the area of the

     human-animal bond.

Human-Animal Bond: Definition and Statement*
The human-animal bond is a mutually beneficial and dynamic relationship between

people and other animals that is influenced by behaviors that are essential to the

health and well being of both.  This includes, but is not limited to, emotional,

psychological, and physical interactions of people, other animals, and the environ-

ment.   The veterinarian’s role in the human-animal bond is to maximize the

potentials of this relationship between people and other animals.

Statement from the Committee on the Human-animal Bond in JAVMA vol. 212, No. 11,

P1675 June 1, 1998
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amphibians, are threatened with extinction.1

But loneliness might be the least of our problems. Recently
deceased paleontologist Stephen Jay Gould2 mused that the human
existence on this planet is nothing but an indulgence for Nature – she
didn’t see us coming and won’t whimper a bit when we’re gone. Life
will go on and the planet will cleanse itself of human malfeasance,
therefore our pragmatic interests in other life forms are fundamentally
parochial. Gould suggests we start a negotiating a resolution or
stabilization of the current situation while Nature is still in a negotiat-
ing mood.  He further says, “ We are trying to preserve populations
and environments because the comfort and decency of our present
lives, and those of fellow species that share our planet, depend on such
stability.”

I think this broader scope is the intent and mindset shared by a
relatively small segment of the human population and a subset of the
veterinary profession, in particular those who are involved with
wildlife, zoological, and especially avian medicine.  But even that
collective thinking about the role of veterinarians in biodiversity
conservation seems constrained.  It looks inward, defining roles for
veterinarians in research, government involvement, and training other
veterinarians in disciplines of conservation biology.1

But I would hold that those involved in a human-avian bond are
uniquely poised to effect a human-wildlife bond that goes beyond
professional boundaries and engages a large segment of the public —
which is the scale at which conservation efforts must operate if we
hope to effect changes necessary to preserve life as we know it on this
planet.  The universal fascination humans have for birds connect us
directly to the fundamental life processes on earth. Birds delight us
variously with their sociability and vocalizations, their uncommon
colorfulness and beauty, their high level of intelligence, the freedom of
movement afforded them by flight, and, for better or worse, their
proclivity to bond to humans.  Yet, unlike conventional domestic pets,
with minor exceptions, none of the birds are domesticated.  Rather
they are one to two generations separated from their truly wild
counterparts.3

For some people, the bond is even tighter — and I count myself
among these ranks. I like birds. I’ve always liked birds. In fact, my
earliest childhood memories are of birds – their quickness and agility,
their dispassionate bright eyes, and most of all their ability to move
freely in the ether with seemingly effortless grace. Of the many
families of birds, raptors are and always have been the only ones to
grip me where I live – both as free-living animals as well as in the
millennia-old special bond that exists between a hunting falcon or
hawk and its human partner in the practice of falconry – two top-of-
the-food-chain predators locked in a feathery, swirling dance of
stalking, pursuit, capture, and consumption – the dance of life and
survival.

Whatever the genesis of the bond between humans and birds, it
presents both problematic paradoxes and opportunities for enhance-
ment.  While humans truly covet the freedom of flight known to
birds, they paradoxically express that enjoyment by capturing and

An Essay From
The Raptor Center

Dr. Pat Redig,

professor and

director of The

Raptor Center at

the University of

Minnesota

College of

Veterinary

Medicine, holds

Othello, an

educational

eagle at the

center.

Continued from  page 1

confining them, and doing so on a large scale that has had a devastat-
ing impact on wild populations of rain forest birds – parrots and their
ilk.  Mercilessly pursued, funneled through a network of quarantine
stations (or not), wholesalers, and retailers and presented to a largely
uninformed consuming public, tens of thousands of birds died and
many species were driven to very low numbers in the wild.  Com-
pounded by habitat destruction, these factors have driven many to
near extinction.  Happily, the Wild Bird Conservation Act of the early
1990s, passed with a big push from the avian veterinary community,
put an end to this trade as far as the United States is concerned.  But
much of the rest of the world has not followed suit, leaving the
problem unresolved.

While most birds sold in the United States are domestically
produced, they are not domesticated. They hatch and develop with a
full complement of behaviors tuned by natural selection for survival in
the wild. So, they vocalize loudly and incessantly (a good means of
communicating over distance), prefer nearly constant activity during
daylight hours (some birds may fly 30 to 40 miles a day in search of
food), like to form lifelong pair bonds (if another bird is not available,
a human will do), and exhibit panic behaviors when frightened or
upset (fleeing is a predominant mode of avoiding predation among
wild birds).  If caged, ignored, and fed incomplete diets, they may
resort to neurotic, self-mutilating behaviors, such as feather picking,
incessant screaming, aggressiveness, and a whole constellation of
behaviors that make them undesirable in a household.  And, like the
barking dog or the cat urinating out of the litter box, they end up
abused (neglect is a form of abuse) or in rescue shelters by the
thousands every year.

Now, the problem is not with the birds, but with the lack of specific
knowledge about birds by the consuming public that leads to
unreasonable expectations and lack of appreciation of the bonds that
necessarily exist between humans and companion birds.  While the
generation and result of a lot of these problems might be viewed as
good for a veterinary practice, it is not in keeping with the principle of
human-animal bonds. But herein lies the opportunity for enhance-
ment. Veterinarians are often the first point of contact that someone
with a bird and a desperate dearth of knowledge may have with a
knowledgeable professional. If we can educate people about the true
nature of birds and thereby enhance human enjoyment of bird
ownership as well as the welfare of the bird (i.e., improve the bond by
educating them about what truly wondrous, wild creatures birds are,
anatomically, physiologically, and behaviorally) then that interest and
fascination that comes from deep understanding may be parlayed into
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Human Animal Bond
Program for AVMA 2002

Coming Events

July 16 & 17 AVMA Meeting, Nashville, Tennessee

Programming by AAHABV:

Tuesday July 16

Morning session

-Remembrances of Leo Bustad – Lynn Anderson

-Leo Bustad Memorial Lecture:  The Veterinarian’s Role in

the HIV and AIDS Epidemic—Caroline Schaffer

-Techniques of Client Care at End of Life – Tina

Ellenbogen

Afternoon session

-New Perspective on Euthanasia – Franklin McMillan

Racial and Gender Differences in Pet Attachments in

Veterinary Students – Ms. Sue-Ellen Brown

-Your Veterinary Practice and the Human-Animal Bond –

Thomas Catnazaro

-AAHABV Annual Business Meeting will follow afternoon

presentations

Wednesday July 17

-$250,000 For a Pet: What’s this Bond Coming To?  New

Legal Precedents For Damages James Wilson

-Conquering the  Cost of Caring: Compassion Fatigue and

the Veterinary Health Care Team – Kathy Mitchener &

Tracy Zaparanick

Sept. 12-15

Third Annual Tufts Animal Expo, Boston, MA  For more

information call 800-642-9429 or

www.tuftsanimalexpo.com

Sept. 19-22

American Humane Association Meeting Denver, CO

Oct. 4&5

“Cuddle a critter, call me in the morning.the science

behind our relationship with animals” Featured speakers:

James Serpell, Alan Beck, Roberta Johnson,

Trace Roberts, Adroaldo Zanella, plus posters and short

talks.  Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI.  For

more information, contact:  FMI kaiser@msu.edu or http://

nursing.msu.edu/habi

Please contact Editor-in-Chief, Dr. Alice Villalobos

(DRALICEV@aol.com) with regard to coming events you

would like to see mentioned in this space.

a genuine concern and activism for conservation of wild birds and
their habitats. Just maybe we will, over time (but not too much), begin
that process of human involvement in a hard-hitting negotiating
session with Nature to promote preservation of all the interconnected
life forms on earth.  Then we may speak with eloquence about the
deeper meanings of the human-animal bond in its broadest terms –
the love for and oneness of all life on this planet. The veterinary
profession has a unique and pivotal role in attainment of this goal.

Dr. Redig is a professor in the Department of Small Animal Clinical

Sciences and Director of the Raptor Center.

Cited literature
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3. Graham, DL.  Pet birds: A historian’s Perspective on the Upside
and Downside for the Keeper and the Kept.  Proceedings of the
Assoc. of Avian Vets. Pp. 11-13. 1998.

all valued resources and asks the pup to show deference by obeying

simple commands before bestowing any resource such as attention,

food, or play).   Many common owner misconceptions about dog

behavior and training are addressed, such

as the use of forced-based methods, the

use and misuse of food in training, and

how to add cues or commands to desired

behaviors during the training process.

The curriculum for the puppy classes at

UMN has been modified from Early

Learning for PuppiesTM to Socialize and

Promote Good Behavior, A Program

Guide for Humane Societies and Veterinary Clinics by Julie

Jackson, Dr. R. K. Anderson, and Dr. Scott Line.  This guide is

available from Premier Pet Products (1-800-933-5595), and is

complete with handouts, lesson outlines, registration forms, etc.

The guide is meant to jump start programs such as these by

making it easy to begin.  Why don’t you consider starting such a

valuable and fun program at your facility?

Dr. Hand is an Assistant Clinical Specialist in the Depart-

ment of Small Animal Clinical Sciences.

Puppy Class At the College
Continued from page 5
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A few individuals can make a difference. William
McCulloch DVM and Michael McCulloch MD, a psychiatrist
provided the insight and encouragement for a group of us at
the University of Minnesota to form a an informal study group
to meet at convenient intervals from 1970 to 1975 to discuss
the need for research and for teaching in this area. Included in
the group were Stanley Diesch DVM, Joe Quigley DVM, Bill
McCulloch DVM, Michael McCulloch MD and R.K. Ander-
son DVM. Our interest was further developed when Michael
wrote a chapter in a report for NIH that first used the Delta
symbol to describe the triangular relationship between people,
their pets and their veterinarians. As the NIH report on the
Human Health Responsibilities of Veterinarians was finished,
this group decided to establish the Delta Foundation to raise
funding to conduct research on the Human Animal Bond..
Each of us contributed a check for $100.00 which Michael
carried back to Portland. He incorporated the Delta Founda-
tion which in 1981 was changed to become today’s national
Delta Society.

Another important development at the University of
Minnesota occurred when we decided to host a Regional
Conference on Pets and the Family in 1975. We also organized
a formal class for undergraduate and graduate students,
entitled, “Perspectives in Human Animal Relationships in
Society Today. This course, a joint endeavor of the School of
Public Health and the College of Veterinary Medicine, first
appeared as a formal course offering in the University of
Minnesota Course Schedule for spring quarter 1976. This
made Minnesota the first University to offer such a course for
University credit. Twenty seven years later, this course is
continuing under the auspices of CENSHARE and attracted
more than 80 students in spring semester 2002.

This original study group also obtained the financial support

of the Academic Vice President, the Vice President for Health
Sciences, the Dean of the School of Public Health and the
Dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine to officially create
the Center to Study Human Animal Relationships and
Environments, CENSHARE in 1981. In 1983 CENSHARE
and the University of California Davis & Irvine, hosted an
International Conference and published a proceedings entitled
“The Pet Connection: Its Influence on Health and Quality of
Life. CENSHARE has continued to host educational confer-
ences. The latest in 2001 focused on Animal Assisted Therapy.

CENSHARE associates have also produced a series of video
tapes to provide information for long term care facilities
wishing to start programs for visiting dogs , live in dogs, live-
in-cats, live-in-rabbits and live-in-fish. In cooperation with the
University television center, CENSHARE produced 39 hours
of classroom instruction on video tape, using 57 instructors for
the course, “ Perspectives on Human Animal Relationships in
Society Today.” These tapes were made available to many
Colleges in the U.S.. These products, articles on human animal
relationships, newsletter notes, frequently asked questions and
other interesting materials can be accessed at our Web Site
www.censhare.umn.edu and you can contact us at our e-mail
address censhare@umn.edu.

In 2001 CENSHARE awarded grants to three teams
composed of faculty and graduate students of the University of
Minnesota to conduct projects of research, education and
outreach to the community. These projects focus on 1) a  4-H
experimental training program for children and their dogs to
examine the relationship of the dog training program to
development of the human animal bond, development of
humane attitudes and empathy for animals and people; 2) a
project to develop a manual of Animal Assisted Physical
Therapy Protocols to enlarge the practice of AAT in the field of

Center to Study Human Animal Relationships
And Environments at the University of Minnesota

CENSHARE By R.K. Anderson DVM, Director

These past and current associates of CENSHARE have contributed to the teaching, research or outreach activities and to

financial support. Left to right, Dr. Stanley Diesch, Dr. Joe Quigley, Dr. R.K. Anderson were among the founders and R.K. Anderson,

Ruth Foster and Dr. Gail Peterson are current members of the Executive Committee.
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The family-pet bond is under increasing focus as an
important component of the curriculum at the University of
Minnesota.  As the topic is explored more and more in the
practice arena, educators here at the University have recog-
nized the need to incorporate Bond topics into the curricu-
lum where it did not exist before.  Currently, Bond topics are
integrated into several courses, spanning the four-year
curriculum for veterinary students.

Students are introduced to several important aspects of the
Bond in a course called “Integrative”, which spans the first
two years of the curriculum.  The goal of this course is to
integrate basic sciences with clinical medicine and profes-
sional skills such as communication, conflict management,
teamwork and the Bond.  Instructors work to accomplish
this goal by weaving issues related to the Bond into realistic
case scenarios discussed in class.  Students explore how the
strength of the family-pet bond affects how families make
decisions about pet care and treatment.  They work toward
an understanding that it can be difficult in a clinical setting
to accurately assess the degree of bonding and the treatment
owners may choose, reinforcing the concept that offering the
best care for every pet is the appropriate approach.  One way
this was accomplished was through case studies of real
hospital records, with one student assigned the task of
exploring the importance of the Bond in the outcome of the
case.

As part of this course, the first year students spent a full
day at the Minnesota Veterinary Medical Association
meeting attending a seminar entitled “Grief Support
Techniques in a Bond-Centered Practice”, facilitated by
Caroline Butler of CSU.  Throughout the day, students
interacted and discussed the bond with local practicing
veterinarians to better understand grief support techniques
and gather skills for their future as practitioners.

Third year students are offered an elective course in
preparedness for practice, known as “Practice Readiness”.
They are introduced to the important concept of pet wellness

in the context of the family as a whole.  Course material is
geared toward an understanding that pet wellness encom-
passes a broad scope of issues, issues that are important to
pet owners but are not necessarily an immediate threat to the

pet’s health.  Pet owners
consistently report that health
issues such as good breath
and a life free of discomfort
are very important to them.
Students develop a complete
wellness package for a large
number of realistic case
scenarios, preparing them to
consider the total wellness
approach and include all
important issues for pets they
will soon see in practice.

Senior year offers the
opportunity to discuss the
Bond in the Community
Practice service with Dr. Beth
Boynton.  Daily rounds
include topics related to the

Bond with a focus on end of life issues and grief support.
Veterinarians in small animal practice have long recog-

nized the importance of the Bond to their clients and
patients.  They have understood how health issues that
compromise the Bond also create situations of premature
separation from the family and even death to the pet.  It is
now the charge of all veterinary colleges to find a meaningful
way to incorporate a responsible understanding of as many
aspects of the Bond as possible in the minds of their
graduates.

Dr Molgaard is Associate Dean of Academic and Student Affairs

and Dr. McComas is an assistant clinical specialist and Intern

Director in the Department of Small Animal Clinical Sciences.

The Human-Animal Bond in The Curriculum
By Laura Molgaard DVM, Ms and Rebecca McComas DVM

Lessons learned in the

curriculum enable student

Heather McCurdy (Class of

2001) to attend to and

communicate with clients facing

end of life circumstances for

their pets.

Physical Therapy and provide a CEU course for physical
therapy practitioners; 3) a project to develop assessment tools
and educational modules for staff/residents in long term care
facilities that will improve selection, care and well being of
animals living in these facilities. CENSHARE has also partially
supported a study of puppies adopted from a humane society
to evaluate if and how enrollment or non-enrollment in early
learning & puppy socialization classes may influence successful
retention in their new home.

We are pleased that faculty and students involved in these

projects are helping to carry out CENSHARE’S mission. as
part of a great University.  The Mission of CENSHARE is to
create opportunities to acquire, disseminate and apply knowl-
edge about the relationship between animals, humans and their
shared environment so that the our choices improve the quality
of life for all. We appreciate the financial support from our
donors, administrative support from the Deans of the School of
Public Health and the College of Veterinary Medicine and the
efforts of our volunteers to enhance human and animal well
being.



By Julia H. Wilson, DVM

The Horses’ Angels program was established at the
University of Minnesota by Dr. Julie Wilson and the
Student Chapter of the American Association of Equine
Practitioners in the fall of 2000. This innovative effort

matches volunteer veterinary
students, usually in pairs, with
the horses that belong to the

veterinary college and live in
either the Large Animal Hospital
or the adjacent Teaching Barn.

The veterinary students check
on their assigned horse at least
once a week, groom them, take

them for grazing walks and offer
the occasional treat. The few
horses that had become difficult

to handle are paired with the
students with the most horse experience to minimize the
risk of injury. If the horse objects to routine handling, such

as limb palpation and hoof picking, the students work
gently and patiently with them, to train them to accept
these procedures. The students monitor the animal’s

health. Each time the student visits their equine partner;
they record their visit and observations in a designated

Award winning

Angel, Wendy Gruber, Class

of 2004 and blood donor

Hercules.

Horses’ Angels:
A Great Combination of Veterinary Students and Resident Horses

notebook, which is checked frequently by the barn crew
and research staff.

These interactions benefit both the horses and the

veterinary students. The horses greatly enjoy the grooming
and affection. For those horses housed in public view in
the hospital, the grooming makes them portray a better

image of our care for
animals. The positive
attention provides a

counterbalance to their
usual human interaction,
which is most often a rectal,

blood draw, or injection,
for teaching or research
purposes. The students gain

more experience  in
handling horses as well as a
welcome break from sitting

in lecture or studying. At
the end of the school year, the staff of the hospital and
teaching barn select a student who has provided exemplary

care to receive the Horses’ Angel award.

Dr. Wilson is a professor in the Department of Clinical and

Population Sciences

An Interview
With R. K. Anderson
By Gail B. Peterson, PhD, Dept of Psychology

Executive Committee, CENSHARE, University of Minnesota

GBP:  How long have you been interested in the Human-Animal

bond, and what was it that originally sparked that interest?

RKA:  I have been interacting and living with animals such as cats,

dogs, cows, chickens or horses most of my life. At the age of three I

was first involved with horses, had my own Shetland pony at age 4 and

a cow pony at age 8. Later at age 10, I began riding and helping to

train 3 gaited and 5 gaited American bred saddle horses for the show

ring and pleasure. When I was 12 we began raising purebred Guernsey

cattle and as a 4-H member I won many Grand Champion ribbons at

county and district fairs and at the Colorado State Fair. I also had a pet

dog, Cinder that slept on my bed at night with me as a valued friend

and companion.

The first person to really make me realize the power and importance

of the human animal bond, for people and animals in our society, was

Dr. William McCulloch. Bill was one of my graduate student’s at the

University of Minnesota and later became a faculty member at the

Forteen



University of Iowa Medical School. He wrote a paper in 1971 about

the need for veterinarians to become involved and recognize the

importance of the human animal bond. Bill and his brother, Michael

McCulloch, MD, a psychiatrist in Portland Oregon had a great

influence on my thinking about the HAB. Michael McCulloch wrote

a chapter in a large report that I and two colleagues were asked to

research for the National Institutes of Health documenting “The

Human Health Responsibilities of Veterinarians”. This 1975 Report,

as accepted by NIH for governmental policy, was the first official

recognition of the Delta symbol as representing the triangular

interrelationships between people, their DVM and their pet as

documented by Michael McCulloch MD, a psychiatrist.

GBP:  What two factors do you see as central to the quality of people’s

relationships with their animals?  What do you see as the main

challenges facing veterinarians when it comes to helping improve their

clients’ relationships with their animals, and how do you think these

challenges might most effectively be met?

RKA: Factor 1: Behavior of an animal is the most important factor

influencing the quality, strength and longevity of a relationship of an

animal to a person or group of persons such as a family.

Factor 2: Expectations, knowledge and values of the person(s) greatly

influence the relationship and the perceived benefits and rewards of

the relationship directly influence the strength and longevity of the

care-giving feelings of the person.

Given these factors, veterinarians are challenged to be proactive in

motivating veterinary services teams, human services teams and all the

people that interact with animals to learn how to interact in ways that

promote appropriate companionship, lifestyles and wellbeing for both

animals and people. To meet these challenges we must use many

strategies to 1) motivate people to continue developing new

knowledge, 2) motivate people to learn how to achieve appropriate

animal and human behavior and 3) motivate people to appropriately

apply knowledge to achieve these goals.

GBP:  What would you like to see as your legacy in the H-A bond

field?

RKA: That I helped improve animal behavior and human animal

relationship through promotion of research to acquire new knowledge,

to share knowledge by facilitating and encouraging learning, to

provide service and consultation to governments, business and society

and to provide a Gentle Leader® headcollar for all dogs and families

who will use them appropriately. I hope I motivated many of my

students, colleagues, listeners and readers to go forth as ambassadors

for the goal of fostering greater understanding of animal behavior and

human animal relationships to enhance the well being of both animals

and people.
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as therapeutic tools. Bypass Heart Problems discusses dogs as
tools for stress reduction, even citing an example of how one
dog predicted his owner’s heart attacks. Cancer Cures

discusses various aspects of cancer in animals and humans.
About 1/4 of the humans die from cancer, while 1/2 of dogs
and 1/3 of cats die from cancer. Chronic Pain tells of

examples of how interaction with a pet has lessened the pain
of many sufferers. Sedentary Lifestyle tells how dogs can help
us to become more active and healthy. Hippotheraphy gives

examples of how we can benefit from interaction with horses,
not only small animals normally considered “pets.”  Animal
Assisted Therapy shows the power of animals in emotionally

charged situations because they speak the language of the
soul. Assistance Animals tells stories of dogs that are used for
independent living for people with various disabilities,

including the most common use as guide dogs. Seniors cites
many examples of the “everyday miracles from the love of a
pet,” including the fact that seniors who have pets have fewer

doctor visits and are more active.

Part II has 4 sections related to finding the best pet for
your health and well being.

How to pick the right dog by looking in the right places

and Filling the Perfect Pet Prescription – the role of pets for
people with asthma, allergies, aging, depression, ADHD,
chronic pain, cancer, diabetes, and heart problems.

Part III is filled with helpful hints, a quiz, health care
checklist and a chapter called Achieving the Ultimate Bond.
In this chapter, Dr. Becker describes the many ways of

interacting and having fun with your pet, while at the same
time achieving “the Bond.”

The book ends with an annotated list of resources and a

good bibliography.  It should be of interest to everyone
dealing with any of the issues in the field of human-animal
bond. Besides containing very useful information, it is a fun

book to read because of  the stories that Dr. Becker has
gathered to illustrate all of the different aspects of the
subject. I recommend it highly to the readers of this newslet-

ter and to anyone interested in the way pets enhance our
lives.

Reviewed by Livija Carlson, Veterinary Medical Librarian,

University of Minnesota.

Book Review
Continued from page 2
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Join the AAHABV
It’s easy to join the The American Association of the Human-Animal

Bond Veterinarians.  Just fill out the form below.

Name ______________________________________________________

Home Address _______________________________________________

Business Phone __________________  Fax _______________________

E-Mail Address ______________________________________________

Specialty Board Certification____________________________________

Advanced Degrees ___________________________________________

Alma Mater _________________________  Year Graduated __________

Other Degrees _______________________________________________

AVMA Member ___ Yes   ___ No     Other Associations _______________

Your Interest Areas _______________________________________________________________

Dues (check one) ___ Member Veterinarian ($25)     ___Associate Member Non Veterinarian ($25)

___ Student Applicant (Please have a faculty member sign below to certify that you are a member of the

class of _________ at ________________.

Faculty Signature ____________________________________  Date ________________

All AAHABV members will be listed in the directory unless the member specifies otherwise.

Please write checks to AAHABV and send them to Dr. Sally Walshaw, 4550 Comanche Drive, Okemos, MI 48864

The American Association of the
Human-Animal Bond Veterinarians
4550 Comanche Drive
Okemos, MI 48864

Visit our website: http://members.aol.com/guyh7/aahabv.htm


