
   

2018 is a big year for the Human 

Animal Bond Association. We 

have a name change from the 

American Association of Human 

Animal Bond Veterinarians. We 

are now HABA … a very catchy 

acronym and much more inclu-

sive with respect to veterinary 

teams, allied professionals and a 

wider geographic base. We have 

a great history and are one of the 

oldest Human Animal Bond or-

ganizations with a veterinary fo-

cus. We have a new web site 

and are presently working on our 

social media content. The HAB is 

extremely important to veterinary 

hospitals and we encourage all 

veterinarians and teams to incor-

porate the Human Animal Bond 

in their practice. This helps pets, 

clients and staff; not to mention 

the bottom line. Our clients need 

to know we care! 

HABA is now involved with HAB 

streams at three veterinary con-

ferences – VMX (formerly NAVC), 

AVMA and Western States. If you 

are attending any of these con-

ferences, please try one of our 

great C.E.’s and network with 

other members. 

During the past year, I have done 

a lot of travelling. I have had the 

opportunity to take part in some 

other great organizations as a 

member of the World Small Ani-

mal Veterinary Association – Ani-

mal Wellness and Welfare and 

One Health, the Animal Welfare 

Committee at the AVMA and 

chair of the Animal Ethics and 

Welfare Committee at AAHA. I 

have also been able to speak at 

some conferences and my topic 

is usually animal welfare and one 

health.  The thing I have noticed 

is that It is impossible to talk about 

animal welfare or One Health 

without a strong focus on the Hu-

man Animal Bond. Without this 

bond, the practice of veterinary 

medicine would be very different. 

Pets are sentient beings and de-

serve to be treated humanely but 

the bond is what really creates 

value to our pets’ lives. If we were 

to look at One Health in isolation,  
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President’s  

Message,  

continued 
we would dwell on animal con-

flict issues- infectious disease and 

traumatic injuries. Society can 

often make knee jerk reactions to 

eradicate companion animal 

populations to reduce a per-

ceived health issue to people. 

These decisions are usually inhu-

mane and often do not help to 

resolve the immediate problem. 

Society needs to make decisions 

that result in meaningful, sustain-

able and positive results and of-

ten the best decisions are made 

with a focus on animal welfare 

and humane objectives. The HAB 

shows the many benefits of com-

panion animals for people. Pets 

are valuable partners in helping 

to reduce disease (anxiety, cardi-

ovascular), to assist children and 

to enable many therapy pro-

grams.  These benefits keep bal-

ance with the conflict side in or-

der to provide rational solutions. 

Recognizing the Bond, humanizes 

One Health and is the basis to 

Animal Welfare. HABA is needed 

to create awareness and to pro-

vide education to veterinary 

teams as well as to show how the 

Bond can help your practice. We 

are also dedicated to introduc-

ing the HAB to veterinary stu-

dents. 

I have been to many outreach 

programs in remote and poor ar-

eas of the world including, South 

Africa, the Philippines, Brazil and 

remote native communities in 

northern Canada. In most of 

these areas, there is a complete 

lack of veterinary services and 

the people who live there are of-

ten extremely poor. There is one 

common denominator – the Hu-

man Animal Bond. People may 

have dirt floors, no running water 

and very little money but they 

often have deep attachments to 

their pets. These pets are part of 

a large group of animals – 

“animals without wallets”. I 

founded a wildlife rehab cen-

tre  ( Wild at Heart) in northern 

Ontario many years ago and we 

care for hundreds of wild animals 

each year …. These animals also 

do not have access to money 

but there is an amazing bond 

with the many volunteers and in-

terns that provide daily care. Vet-

erinarians need to find ways to 

help these groups of animals. 

After 30 years in mixed and small 

animal practice,  my main job 

these days, is in research as a uni-

versity veterinarian and work with 

researchers involved in animal 

use. My role is to ensure research 

animals are treated humanely 

and to be used only if there is ad-

equate scientific merit and I am 

amazed at how researchers and 

technicians in animal facilities al-

so establish bonds with the ani-

mals they work with. 

I have had wonderful opportuni-

ties as a veterinarian to work with 

many species of animals in many 

different ways and the Human 

Animal Bond is the common 

thread that I have found 

throughout my experiences. 

The Human Animal Bond is alive 

and well and pervasive through-

out different cultures as well as 

animal species. I am looking for-

ward to the next two years as 

president of our organization and 

would welcome any thoughts or 

suggestions from our members. 

Please help us help engender the 

Bond. 
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HUMAN-ANIMAL 
BOND 

CERTIFICATION 
PROGRAM 

Certification on the Human-Animal Bond now 

available for veterinarians, technicians and 

practice managers: 

Earlier this year, AVMA partnered with the Hu-

man Animal Bond Research Institute (HABRI) 

and the North American Veterinary Communi-

ty (NAVC) to produce a course that offers cer-

tification in the human-animal Bond. 

This series of self-paced, online modules focus-

es on the human-animal relationship. It 

broaches the science behind the benefits of 

the human-animal bond, as well as animal 

welfare, medical care, and communication 

skills to help cultivate bond-building within a 

practice. Marketing materials are also availa-

ble to promote pet ownership and practice 

growth. 

This course is currently available through NAVC 

at https://learningacademy.navc.com/ for 

$299.00.   
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LEARNING CENTER 

Veterinary 

Students 

Upcoming 

Conferences 

VMX 

• January 19-23, 2019 

• Orlando, FL 

• https://navc.com/events/vmx-2019/ 

WVC 

• February 17-20, 2019 

• Las Vegas, NV 

• https://www.wvc.org/conference/ 

AVMA 

• August 2-6, 2019 

• Washington, D.C. 

• https://www.avma.org/events/convention  

HABA Student Scholarship 

The purpose of this scholarship program is to 

promote the mission of HABA to veterinary stu-

dents and to encourage participation and 

leadership in the Human-Animal Bond space. 

Up to $2,000 will be awarded to the selected 

student(s). The scholarship award is to be used 

toward tuition/fees and payment will be made 

directly to the student’s school.  

The student recipient will contribute at least 

one article for the Bond Bulletin! 

Applications will be provided to student chap-

ters and their members in September of the 

preceding year. Applications are also available 

on our website.   

https://humananimalbond.net/student-

scholarship/ 

The application deadline is October, 31 2018.  
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IN THE TRENCHES 

I’ve been out in the “real world” now practicing medicine for a whole 3 weeks. The learning curve is steep. 

They warn you about this in school but it doesn’t really sink in; that is until you’re alone in a room with cli-

ents asking you questions on the spot. You start to go into panic mode as your brain scrambles sorting 

through the files of every class, of every subject trying to remember just one tidbit of information that could 

help you sound like you know the answer. The slope will continue to be vertical, I’m told, until about 6 

months in when the repetition of life and knowledge allows you to feel less like an imposter. The reason it is 

so intimidating on your own all has to do with the human-animal bond. In vet school I was very aware and 

active in the idea of the human-animal bond; yet looking back I still seemed to struggle when verbalizing 

to others what that phrase meant.  Now that I’m out in practice and the individual solely responsible for 

treating (or not) people’s pet’s, I can see that bond is simply love. 

The love most owners have for their pets, myself included, is profound and abundant.  As a new grad, I 

can see the love in the owners who spend all their means to give the best quality of medicine to their sick 

family member; in the owners who don’t have any means at all but purely value your opinion and a physi-

cal exam to tell them your best “guess” as to why their pet is sick; and some of the greatest love of all is 

shown by the owners who are brave enough to know when the energy and love their pet once had to of-

fer is fading away and ultimately leave with a broken heart.  Being a new grad is terrifying and rewarding 

all at once because I get to share in so many kinds of love every single day. I vow to remember this when 

clients are upset because I inevitably make a mistake, get a diagnosis wrong or choose to seek second 

opinions, those who can’t return to the same doctor after a euthanasia; it all stems from a fiercely loyal 

love (bond) for their pet. 

-Anonymous New Doctor 
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Did you know that you be-

long to a bigger animal 

family than you thought? 

It's true in more ways than 

one. While most of us are 

members of a multi-species 

family, as a veterinarian or 

veterinary healthcare pro-

fessional, you are under a 

much larger umbrella of 

Animal Studies called An-

throzoology. What is that, 

you say? 

Made up of the words 

“anthro” (human) and 

“zoo” (animal), anthrozool-

ogy is the study of all kinds 

of animals (both human 

and non-human) and their interactions. Going far 

beyond medicine, within its scope are welfare, law, 

ethics, art, cognition, behavior, conservation, geo-

graphical perspectives on animals, conflict be-

tween humans wildlife, and Animal Assisted Therapy 

(AAT), just to name a few. 

Our interactions with the other residents of earth 

continue to intensify and increasing pressure is be-

ing placed on specific populations of animals. As 

these changes occur, a broadening  knowledge of 

anthrozoology, including all the various facets of 

animal studies is helpful not only to better under-

stand them, but to be able to discuss them from a 

scientific and data-driven point of view. As veteri-

nary professionals, we have a duty to be guardians 

of the bond we have with other animals and to re-

member that the bond extends beyond compan-

ion animals. This is not only important for what it is, 

but also helps reconnect us with the reason(s) we 

entered this profession in the first place. I recently 

had the pleasure of meeting with Dr. Jane Goodall. 

We spoke briefly about the potential for the veteri-

nary community to begin to 

participate more at the lo-

cal level in initiatives like 

"One Health", where care-

takers in both human and 

veterinary medicine begin 

to share knowledge, experi-

ence and even research in 

an effort to better improve 

the health and wellbeing of 

all. As Dr. Goodall said, 

“One thing is for certain, the 

links between human and 

animal health are finally get-

ting the attention they de-

serve.” It's an exciting time. 

I am honored  to be one of 

a small group of veterinari-

ans able to pursue an advanced degree in anthro-

zoology. There are very few institutions in the US that 

offer graduate degrees in the field and it has been 

a fascinating adjunct to my veterinary knowledge 

and experience. Later this year, I will have the op-

portunity to represent Canisius College, Zoetis and 

the Human Animal Bond Association (HABA) at the 

International Society of Anthrozoology meeting in 

Sydney Australia by delivering a talk about the 

Bond from a veterinarian's perspective. The diversity 

of professionals and topics at this convention is im-

pressive. (http://www.isaz2018.com/symposium/) 

As with most things, the bond we share with the oth-

er animals of the world is surprisingly complex. To 

echo Dr. Goodall's thoughts, we all need to contin-

ue, and  even strengthen, our commitment not only 

to ongoing learning about the subject but also to 

start teaching what we know to members of the 

community even if our efforts seem insignificant first. 

After all, we all belong to a bigger animal family 

than we may have ever known. 

Patrick Flynn, DVM 

Anthrozoology 
and 

Veterinary Medicine 

http://www.isaz2018.com/symposium/
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 
Outreach into the veterinary community by the 

HABA group has been in multiple areas over the 

past few months.  There is one individual and com-

pany that has partnered with HABA for a number of 

these events, and that is Dr. Kimberly Pope-

Robinson, CEO and Founder of the 1 Life Connect-

ed movement.  Dr. Pope started the 1 Life Connect-

ed movement in October 2015 to create the space 

to give us each permission to find our unique path 

to sustainability in the profession.  Learning to navi-

gate the space related to the human-animal bond, 

both the good and bad aspects that can present 

themselves, is why she partnered up with the HABA 

group.  You may have seen her as one of the 

speakers for the track the HABA group sponsored 

these past 2 years at a number of national confer-

ences.  In addition, she has supported a number of 

student events, including the annual student AVMA 

(SAVMA) event which was held in Philadelphia this 

past March.   

She supported a lecture for the students related to 

their wellbeing and the human-animal bond, in ad-

dition to helping to educate about the Association 

within the exhibit hall.  During this visit students were 

able to also learn about the scholarship winner from 

the previous year and ask questions related to the 

HABA group and how it supports the veterinary 

community in helping our voice remain present re-

lated to the Human-Animal Bond.  She also remind-

ed the students that membership to the association 

was free for them as a student and encouraged 

them to get involved and even look to developing 

their own HABA club chapter at their school. 

One school that recently started a HABA chapter 

club was Washington State University.  With the in-

troduction of this club, Dr. Pope worked with the 

club leaders to arrange a visit for her to share the 

concepts of the Human-Animal Bond related to our 

personal wellbeing in working with the veterinary 

industry.  In fact, one of her responsibilities within the 

HABA group is to help schools create and develop 

chapters thereby allowing them access to re-

sources for events at their school.  If you have any 

inquiries for your school, please feel free to reach 

out to Dr. Pope. 

Our wellbeing is closely tied to our relationship with 

the human-animal bond, and learning to embrace 

this space while staying connected is a resource Dr. 

Pope brings to the association and the industry.  We 

look forward to continued partnership with 1 Life 

Connected and Dr. Pope in sharing the value and 

balance of the human-animal bond within our ca-

reers. 
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President 

Rod H. Jouppi, DVM 

rjouppi@laurentian.ca 

Director at Large 

Kimberly Pope, DVM 

k.pope-robinson@1lifecc.com 

Advisor 

Alice Villalobos, DVM, DPNAP 

dralicev@aol.com 

  

President Elect 

Laird Goodman, DVM, CVA 

lairdo1@comcast.net 

 

Director at Large 

Beth Boynten, DVM 

bboynton@western.edu 

Advisor 

John Wright, DVM 

Wright008@UMN.edu 

Immediate Past President 

G. Timothy Lee, DVM 

lecutter1@gmail.com 

 

Director at Large 

Steve Dale 

petworld@stevedale.tv 

Student Director 

Ashley Morris 

AshMorris@UCDavis.edu 

  

Secretary/Treasurer 

Bess pierce, DVM, MZS 

bessdvm@gmail.com 

Director at Large 

Patrick Flynn, DVM 

Patrick.flynn@zoetis.com 

  

Executive Office 

Deahna Cring 

DCring@OakridgeAMC.com 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS! 

Platinum Gold 

Silver 
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 Membership Levels  

 Lifetime | $400  

 Veterinarian | $50/year 

 Allied Professional | $50/year 

 Licensed Technician | $50/year 

 Student | Free  
 

Ways to Join 

Online at Humananimalbond.net/join-

renew/ 

Email to info@humananimalbond.net  

Mail to HABA 

 529 Myatt Drive 

 Madison, TN 37115 

Benefits 

→ HABA Newsletter 

→ Annual Meeting 

→ Continuing Education 

→ Networking Opportunities 

→ Interactive Website 

→ ListServ for Veterinarian & Students  

To join by mail: 

Please fill out and send the application below. 

Make checks payable to HABA 

 

Membership Application 

Name:___________________________ Title:_____ 

Business:_________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________ 

City:___________________ State:____ Zip:_____ 

Phone:___________________________________ 

Email:____________________________________ 

College:_________________________ Year:____ 

Degrees:__________________________________ 

 

 

 

Membership Type 

 Lifetime $400     Allied Professional $50 

 Veterinarian $50     Licensed Technician $50 

 Student -Free 

 

Students: Please have a faculty member sign to  

verify you are a member of the class of _________ 

at _______________________________________ 

Faculty Signature:___________________________ 

JOIN 
TODAY! 


